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Freedom of Information Act 2000 – Request for Information
Thank you for your request for information received on 31 August 2018 in relation to
the County Durham and Darlington NHS Foundation Trust (Trust). We are dealing
with your request under the provisions of the Freedom of Information Act 2000.
You requested information regarding the operations cancelled for non-clinical
reasons. Specifically you asked for:
Under the Freedom of Information Act, I would like to request the total number
of operations cancelled for non-clinical reasons, broken down by the cause of
the cancellation, for example due to lack of beds, operating theatre capacity,
staffing issues, and equipment failures.
Please provide this information for each of the past five financial years (i.e.
years running from April to March - 2013/14, 2014/15, 2015/16, 2016/17,
2017/18).
In the total number of operations, broken down by cancellation reason, please
include:
•
Elective operations cancelled at the last minute. For the purposes of this
request, last minute means on the day the patient was due to arrive, after the
patient has arrived in hospital or on the day of the operation or surgery.
•

Cancelled urgent operations.

If the data is collected by the trust, please also provide a separate total for each
year for all operations cancelled for non-clinical reasons, regardless of how
soon before the scheduled operation time the cancellation occurred.
Please send this information in a spreadsheet or CSV format.

County Durham and Darlington NHS Foundation Trust replies:
This is publicly available data from NHS England. First link is for bullet point 1 and
the second link is for the bullet point 2. We only collect the last minute cancellations
so can’t provide the cancellations prior to that.
https://www.england.nhs.uk/statistics/statistical-work-areas/cancelled-electiveoperations/cancelled-ops-data/
https://www.england.nhs.uk/statistics/statistical-work-areas/critical-carecapacity/critical-care-bed-capacity-and-urgent-operations-cancelled-2018-19-data/

In line with the Information Commissioner’s directive on the disclosure of information
under the Freedom of Information Act 2000 your request will form part of our
disclosure log. Therefore, a version of our response which will protect your anonymity
will be posted on the County Durham and Darlington NHS Foundation Trust website.
If you have any queries or wish to discuss the information supplied, please do not
hesitate to contact me on the above telephone number or at the above address.
If you are unhappy with the way your request for information has been handled, you
can request a review by writing to:
The Chief Executive
County Durham & Darlington NHS Foundation Trust
Darlington Memorial Hospital
Hollyhurst Road
Darlington
DL3 6HX
If, you remain dissatisfied with the handling of your request or complaint, you have a
right to appeal to the Information Commissioner at:
The Information Commissioner’s Office
Wycliffe House
Water Lane
Wilmslow
Cheshire
SK9 5AF
Telephone: 0303 123 1113
Website: www.ico.gov.uk.
There is no charge for making an appeal.

Yours sincerely

Joanna Tyrrell
Freedom of Information Officer

