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Freedom of Information Act 2000 – Request for Information
Thank you for your request for information received on 30 January 2020 in relation to
the County Durham and Darlington NHS Foundation Trust (Trust). We are dealing
with your request under the provisions of the Freedom of Information Act 2000.
You requested information regarding the C-arm equipment. Specifically you
requested information as follows:
Please can you provide the following information for each piece of C-arm
equipment? (Please complete the attached spreadsheet)
a.
b.
c.
d.
e.
f.
g.
h.
i.
j.
k.

Manufacturer
Model
Type (Image Intensifier, Flat Panel Detector)
Generator Power
Location - Hospital Name
Location - Department
Method of Finance at Procurement
Initial cost of Equipment
Annual Maintenance cost
Acquisition Date
Planned Replacement Date

County Durham and Darlington NHS Foundation Trust replies:
Please see the attached spreadsheet.
With regards to the costs the Trust is unable to provide the information as requested
on the grounds that this information is commercially sensitive and has, therefore,
been withheld pursuant to Section 43 of the Act.
Section 43 (2) exempts from disclosure the following:

(2) Information, the disclosure of which would, or would be likely to, prejudice the
commercial interests of any person including those of the public authority holding the
information.
Our supplier has made clear representation that pricing for the items provided is
commercially sensitive information, the disclosure of which would be likely to
prejudice their commercial interests, as it would provide alternative bidders with an
understanding of their costs (which would not be reciprocated) with respect to similar
contracts in the NHS, thereby undermining their ability to tender, on fair and equal
terms, for such contracts. The Trust considers that there is potential for such harm to
arise with reasonable proximity and, therefore, that the exemption under Section
43(2) of the Act is engaged.
The Trust acknowledges the public interest in publication of the information;
specifically the interest in transparency with respect to expenditure on services, as a
means of assisting the taxpayer in evaluating their value for money. However, there
is a competing public interest in preserving fair market competition and the ability of
public authorities to obtain value for money when sourcing services. In previous
rulings the Information Commissioner has made clear that the Freedom of
Information Act is not intended to distort fair market competition. In this case, the
Trust therefore considers that the public interest in preserving fair competition
outweighs the general public interest in transparency and is therefore applying the
exemption under Section 43(2).
In line with the Information Commissioner’s directive on the disclosure of information
under the Freedom of Information Act 2000 your request will form part of our
disclosure log. Therefore, a version of our response which will protect your anonymity
will be posted on the County Durham and Darlington NHS Foundation Trust website.
If you have any queries or wish to discuss the information supplied, please do not
hesitate to contact me on the above telephone number or at the above address.
If you are unhappy with the way your request for information has been handled, you
can request a review by writing to:
The Chief Executive
County Durham & Darlington NHS Foundation Trust
Darlington Memorial Hospital
Hollyhurst Road
Darlington
DL3 6HX

If, you remain dissatisfied with the handling of your request or complaint, you have a
right to appeal to the Information Commissioner at:

The Information Commissioner’s Office
Wycliffe House
Water Lane
Wilmslow
Cheshire
SK9 5AF
Telephone: 0303 123 1113
Website: www.ico.gov.uk.
There is no charge for making an appeal.
Yours sincerely

Joanna Tyrrell
Freedom of Information Officer

